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Abstract

The right of access to environmental information is viewed as a key component of promoting good environmental
governance. This is reflected in the range of legal instruments at the international, European, and domestic levels which act
to guarantee the public’s ability to access environmental information. However, the operation and even existence of the
right are often mysteries to the very public it is supposed to empower.

In this lecture we will introduce the right of access to environmental information, based on the Aarhus Convention and the
implementation of it through EU law, setting out the “proactive” and “reactive” rights of access and their associated
obligations. We will then consider the impact that the right has had on environmental governance, highlighting both the
right’s successes and the challenges it has faced (and continues to face) in practice by drawing on an empirical study of who
is using the right and in what ways.
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